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InsIde thIs Issue:
It is a wild, wild world at Chimp Haven. 

Natural chimpanzee behavior is encouraged at
the sanctuary in many ways. The chimpanzees

continue to surprise the staff with their ingenuity.



Building a Haven for Chimpanzees
In 1999, Chimp Haven brought together some of the worlds’ leading experts in

chimpanzee care and management, including architects, field biologists and
primatologists, to create the optimal design for a chimpanzee sanctuary. The goal

was to give the chimpanzees the opportunity to express “species-typical behaviors”
(or behavior common to chimpanzees living in the wild). 

Construction of Chimp Haven began in 2003 and proceeded for the next three years.
The facility is nestled among 200 acres of pristine forest and the design took full
advantage of the natural surroundings. The result was amazing! Today, the chimpanzees
enjoy:

•  Expansive areas that facilitate large social 
groups, increasing opportunities for 
friendships and complex alliances.

•  Multiple indoor spaces that allow more 
natural grouping patterns. The chimpanzees 
can interact with their group or spend time 
alone.

•  Natural groundcover, tall structures and two multi-acre forests that provide endless
opportunities for foraging, resting and climbing.
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Queenie enjoys eating sweet gum leaves



On the WIld sIde
Although the chimpanzees at Chimp Haven do not live in equatorial
Africa, they engage in some of the same behaviors as wild chimpanzees.
Our residents use natural vegetation, open spaces, climbing structures
and enrichment devices in ways strikingly similar to their African
counterparts. They eat the tender leaves of the briars and elm trees and
build nests out of Yaupon holly and pine needles. In the wild,
chimpanzees use modified stick tools to “fish” for ants or termites. At
Chimp Haven, Karin, a wild-born chimpanzee, is adept at making special
tools to fish for fire ants in the habitats.  Enrichment fishers also simulate
this behavior by giving the chimpanzees the opportunity to use tools to
access sticky food items like oatmeal or peanut butter. Rita is highly
skilled at using leaves as a sponge to gather water from the moat or
naturally occurring pools after a rainstorm. Sara has even fashioned a
spear from a stick to deal with an unwanted snake!  

The chimpanzees can also climb trees in the habitats where they might
encounter a variety of wildlife. Large wooden climbing structures in the
play yards encourage activity and resting high off the ground. Wild
chimpanzees regularly “patrol” the boundaries of their territories, and
the chimpanzees at Chimp Haven can often be seen early in the
morning on their unique single file patrol. The most natural thing for a
chimpanzee is to live in a group. At Chimp Haven, all of the chimpanzees
belong to a social group, giving them a variety of options to exhibit
normal social behaviors like grooming, forming alliances, and creating
long term friendships with other individuals.

Karen and friends fishing for fire ants

Verana eating spring leaves

John making a 
nest from bamboo



seasons
Spring arrives in March at the sanctuary, and the chimpanzees
revel in the mild temperatures, soft breezes, and tender new
leaves. This is when we are most likely to observe the
chimpanzees climbing the trees to get to the tender shoots at
the top or eating wild blackberries or muscadine grapes. Some
chimpanzees enjoy lying in the sun and basking in its warmth. 

The seasons in Northwest Louisiana closely mimic the
conditions chimpanzees find in their home range in equatorial
Africa. There, a dry season is followed by a wet season of
abundant fruit and other foods.  

Hot and humid conditions last from May to October at Chimp
Haven.  Many of the chimpanzees limit their time in the sun.
They prefer to venture out during the cooler hours near dusk
and dawn to eat elm leaves and water oak. We usually find the
chimpanzees in a shady spot in the forest where they rest
during the warmest hours of the day. Many even choose to
sleep outside at night.   

When winter approaches, the chimpanzees like to stay inside
their heated bedrooms and snuggle with blankets and hay if it
is cold or rainy. Luckily, winter is brief, and the chimpanzees are
soon back in the forest at the first signs of spring.

history
Chimpanzees, like humans, each have a unique history and background that influence how they respond to the
world.  If they were raised in captivity, they may have never walked in the grass or been in an open-air enclosure.
When some of the chimpanzees arrived at the sanctuary, they were afraid to venture into a large open area and
instead clung to its surrounding walls. Most of them eventually overcame their hesitation. Les, however, did not; he
remains near the walls of his enclosure - never venturing into the center of the play yard.

Older chimpanzees who were born in
Africa and imported to the U.S. for research
or as pets quickly adapted to the open
spaces at Chimp Haven. We have observed
that wild-born chimpanzees like Karin, Rita
and Betsy are more likely to climb trees,
forage for natural vegetation, make nests
and socialize. The chimpanzees born in
Africa make great role models for the other
chimpanzees who observe their natural
behaviors. A prime example is four-year-
old Tracy, who has been surrounded by
excellent wild-born role models since birth.
If you did not know better, you would be
convinced that she is a wild chimpanzee
youngster!

Tracy enjoying pine trees

Tracy and Suzanna sharing a snack



I prefer to make a one-time gift of: � $75        � $100        � $200      

� Other $ ___________________________

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________ State: ________ Zip Code: ___________

Telephone:________________________________________________________

E-MAIL: _____________________________________________
� E-newsletter                  � E-alerts

� My check is enclosed.

� Please charge this gift to my credit card:
� Visa           � MasterCard           � AMEX           � Discover

Card Number: _____________________________________________________

Exp. Date: ___________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________

� I want to become a monthly contributor to Chimp Haven.
Please charge my donation to my credit card on the 15th of each month.

� $10           � $15           � $20           � $25

� Other $ ___________________________

� Visa           � MasterCard           � AMEX           � Discover

Card Number: _____________________________________________________

Exp. Date: ___________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________

�  I wish to pay by check each month.  My first check is enclosed.  

Contributions to Chimp Haven are tax-deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law. Tax ID 74-2766663. 

You can discontinue payments at any time, 
simply by calling our pledge office at 318.925.9575,

e-mailing us at information@chimphaven.org, or writing to: 
Chimp Haven

13600 Chimpanzee Place
Keithville, LA  71047

Become a monthly contributor to Chimp Haven.
Make your donation go further and help the environment by giving us permission to charge your credit or debit card account once a month.

(The minimum monthly credit or debit card gift is $10.)

ONLINE GIVING: It’s Safe. It’s Secure. It’s Easy.
Visit us at www.chimphaven.org to make a gift online. For more information, call 888.982.4467 or visit us on the web.
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daniel mcfarland
VOlunteer Of the Year

Daniel McFarland is a local teen who has made a positive impact on the chimpanzees.
He served as a Chimp Haven youth volunteer for five years, advocated for the
protection of chimpanzees to state and federal officials, organized a “Chimp Change”
program by placing coin boxes at local businesses and delivered produce donated
by local farms to the chimpanzees. Daniel was recently acknowledged for his
community service and dedication to Chimp Haven as our Volunteer of the Year.  He
was also recognized as the 2011 Association of Fundraising Professionals Northwest
Louisiana Chapter’s Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy and the Humane Society of
the United States’ 2011 Humane Teen of the Year. Congratulations, Daniel!

NEW AMAZON WISH LIST!
Donate items needed at 
the sanctuary by going to
www.amazon.com
and entering Chimp Haven
in the wish list search box.

thank YOu fOr CarIng
The chimpanzees at Chimp Haven benefit from the support of many individuals, corporations and foundations.  A special thanks 

to the Abbott Fund for sponsoring 15 chimpanzees this year and U-Haul of Shreveport for donating 3200 blankets to the chimpanzees. 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals  and the Pamphalon Foundation also provided important support for the chimpanzees.
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What are the 
ChImpanzees dOIng?
The staff at Chimp Haven spends considerable time closely monitoring all of
the chimpanzees to ensure their health and wellbeing. But learning how
individual chimpanzees spend their day takes many additional hours of
careful observation conducted by Behavior and Education Program
Manager Amy Fultz and her staff. Analysis of this information leads to a
better understanding of how the chimpanzees respond to their
environment and function in their social groups. For example, detailed
behavioral observations were used to evaluate Tracy’s behavior after her
mother died in January, 2011. While Tracy has been playing less and
spending more time alone, the other chimpanzees in her group have greatly
increased their positive attention towards her. Suzanna has taken on the role
of surrogate mother. Chimp Haven staff also uses behavioral observation
data to make better management decisions, such as the right time to
introduce new chimpanzees or whether to expand the use of a new
enrichment device. 


