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Chimp Haven’s 20th Anniversary
Two Decades and 
Counting

Chimp Haven is celebrating 
its 20th anniversary! And 
it’s all thanks to you, our 

donor. Since inception, you 
have rallied behind our mission 
and aspirations, supporting us 
throughout every endeavor. 
 It seems like only a few 
years ago that our founders 
set into motion their dream of 
creating a place where captive 
chimpanzees could live out the 
rest of their lives in a sanctuary 
and simply be chimpanzees. 
They worked with great effort to 
convince the federal government 
that this sanctuary was vital to 
the future of captive chimps no 
longer used in research. 
 Since then, many 
milestones have been achieved, 
the most notable being the 
retirement of the first two 
chimpanzees, Rita and Teresa, in 
2005. This single event paved the 

way for nearly 300 chimps that 
have followed. 

 Now, twenty years later, 
Chimp Haven is leading the 
pack in retiring chimpanzees to 
a safe, deserving and peaceful 
environment. But we couldn’t 

have done it without people just 
like you! As we continue this 
great work, we salute you and 
encourage you to continue to 
grow with us. Our work is not 
yet complete as there are more 
than 300 chimpanzees who are 
still waiting to call Chimp Haven 
home. They still need you… 
We still need you. But for now, 
congratulations to you on a job 
well-done!

“They still need you… 
We still need you.”

My commitment to the chimpanzees
YES! I want to help provide care for more than 200 

retired chimpanzees.

�  Here is my gift of $   
Name:  
Address:  
Telephone:  
Email:  
Card #:  
Expiration Date:  
Signature:  

Visit us online at chimphaven.org

Thank you! Please return this form with 
your tax-deductible gift in the enclosed 
reply envelope.

To make a gift right now, visit  
secure.donationpay.org/chimphaven

Rita and Teresa were the first two chimpanzees retired to the sanctuary. 

Follow us onThe landscape of the 
sanctuary is changing as 
we add new housing for 

current and future residents. 
Last year, we completed our 
largest open-air corral, as well 
as additional bedrooms for one 
of three forested habitats. 
 “It was important for us to 
expand our facility to make room 
for more chimpanzees who will 
soon call Chimp Haven home,” 
Chimp Haven President and CEO 
Cathy Willis Spraetz said.  “This 
is just a launching pad for what’s 
to come. With more than 100 
acres left unoccupied, we plan to 
build state-of-the-art enclosures, 
including five forested habitats.” 
 Thanks to generous 
donors, construction of a much 

needed quarantine building is 
currently in progress. When 
chimpanzees first arrive they 
must spend about 17 days 
in quarantine. This time is 
important for veterinary 
and behavioral staff to learn 
more about the health and 
temperament of each animal. 
This is a critical step in 
determining which group is best 
suited for each individual chimp. 

 “We are working very 
hard to provide the best 
environment for current and 
future residents of Chimp Haven,” 
Willis Spraetz said. “We won’t 
stop until we have enough room 
to bring them all home.”
 Stay up to date with our 
construction progress by liking 
us on Facebook. 

Construction 
Sounds Ring 
Through the 
Sanctuary

Thanks for 20 years of support.

Construction for the quarantine 
building is scheduled to be completed 
late spring 2015.
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For the third year, Chimp Haven Spring Fling promises 
to be an event you don’t want to miss. As we celebrate 
the 20th year of the founding of the sanctuary, we will 

also celebrate 10 years of retiring chimpanzees. 
 We have a great Spring Fling planned to celebrate 
this special milestone. We invite guests from near and far to 
come learn more about Chimp Haven, its chimpanzees and 
how the sanctuary came to be.
 Spring Fling will begin at 9 a.m., April 18. Attendees 
can observe more than 50 chimpanzees in forested habitats 
climbing trees, foraging and using tools in the simulated 
termite mounds. In addition, behind-the-scene tours, food, 
music and staff-led chats will be available, along with lots of 
fun activities for the kids. 
 For more information, visit chimphaven.org or call 
318.925.9575.

Community Partners

Thank you to the following 2014 sponsors for their 
generosity in helping execute two wonderful events 
last year, Spring Fling and Fall Festival: 

 Presenting Sponsors: Boggs & Poole Contracting 
Group, Inc. and Citizens National Bank. Other sponsors 
include: Access Midstream, Regions Bank, LaPressCo 
Printing, Inc, Business First Bank, Praeses, LLC, Santa Maria 
Produce and Cooks & Morehart, CPAs.   
 If you would like to become a sponsor this year, email 
development@chimphaven.org for more information. 

Spring Fling 2015

Hard work pays off, especially when the end 
result is another chimpanzee crossing the 
Chimp Haven threshold. Just a few months 

ago we saw the fruits of our labor.  Six chimps – 
Bruce, Caesar, Roxanne, Gigi, Polly and Gimp – who 
were retired in June 2013, finally traveled 300 miles 
from a lab in Bastrop, Texas to their forever home in 
Keithville, Louisiana.
 Like all chimpanzees residing at the sanctuary, their 
journey ended with an excited group of staff members waiting 
to welcome them home. The group was uniquely quiet as they 
disembarked from the truck and made their way, one by one, 
down the halls of their new digs. As they explored the large open-
air corral, wooden climbing structure and trees, one could only 
imagine what must have been going through their minds.
 Since their arrival in December, all six are thriving 
in their new groups. Friendships have been formed. 
Explorations have occurred. Pant hoots have echoed. And 
while tireless efforts are being made to ensure that more 
than 300 chimpanzees will also call Chimp Haven home, joy 
is found in these six and their new beginning.  

Cesar

Gimp

PollyGigi

Bruce

Roxanne

Lives You’ve Touched

New Faces: First 
Six of 310 Retired 
to Chimp Haven

Chimpanzees enjoy goodies in the habitat during Spring Fling 2014.

CHIMPANZEE
Discovery Days

CHIMP
Chat & Chew

Visit Chimp Haven on Chimpanzee 
Discovery Days.

Admission:
 Adults (13 years and older)  $6
 Children (6-12 years)  $3
 Children (5 years and younger) Free

For more information, visit 
chimphaven.org

2015 Spring Dates
 March 21 9 a.m. - noon

 April 18 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
 (Spring Fling)

 May 16 9 a.m. - noon

 June 20 9 a.m. - noon

Looking for a more in-depth 
learning experience after 

Chimpanzee Discovery Days?

Consider Chimp Chat and Chew. 
Enjoy a staff-driven lecture, lunch and 

a behind-the-scene tour.

Reservations are required and 
seating fills quickly.

Admission:
 Adults $50
 Children $25

(not suitable for children under 10)
For more information or to register, 

please call 318.925.9575

2015 Spring Dates
 April 3 9 - 11 a.m.
 (The Morning Edition)

 May 16 noon - 2 p.m.

 June 20 noon - 2 p.m.

Thank you for giving them the retirement they deserve.
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